NEWSLETTER June 21 2015
Hre sumvmer solsfice

FEATURING

AMANDA QUINTENZ - '09
MARK LINDSEY - '94
MATT WIER - '11
WILLIAM ZUBACK - '88
RICK SMITH - '79

Alumni Association of Brooks Institute

—

Sumumer Solstice - the solstice Hhat marvks Hhe onset of swummer,
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West Allis | Wisconsin USA
BA - '88

My story isn’'t a glamorous one
but one that speaks about my
passion for photography, family,
and giving back.

I was lucky I found an internship
back in Milwaukee right before
my last class at Brooks. During
my internship I applied for and

was offered a photographer
position at a studio in Milwaukee.

Train layout photograph for Classic Toy Trains Magazine

The one caveat is that I needed to start immediately. I talked to my adviser
about the possibility of substituting my last class for this job. I could create my
final portfolio for graduation through correspondence. They were amendable,

Cover photo for Art Jewelry Magazine

so I went back only to graduate, already having a job. I felt extremely fortunate.

The studio I worked for had real ups and downs. Their major client at the time was
Kohl’s Department Store. Nine months after starting, I was laid off. I started to

williamzubackphotographs.com
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0 around and quickly landed an assistant position
studios in Milwaukee. Shortly thereafter, my son

down travel assignments so thatTcould be home
son. This was creating a strain for my coworkers
so I left the studio, worked at a 9-5 job, and did freelance work. One
of my largest
freelance clients
was a design
firm. Taking
some initiative

I proposed they
start an in-house
studio and hire
me on full time.
They accepted
and for the

next five years,

I helped build

a really solid
studio and profit
center. We did
some agency
work but since
this was a design
firm, most of the
work came direct from other businesses. It was a great job balanced
studio and location work quite well. I was able to hone my skills
during this time. I became active in some professional photography
organizations in Milwaukee and began to
network with other photographers.

During a break at a location lighting seminar
I struck up a conversation with the person

at the time, who managed the studio at
Kalmbach Publishing Company. It was a
brief conversation, but one that, two years
later, resulted in helping me get the job he
was vacating. I had been putting in really
long hours as a commercial photographer. At
the time, my son was in third grade and my

Portrait of Paul, commissioned portrait

Portrait of Sojourner, commissioned portrait

daughter was starting kindergarten and I was told that the Kalmbach
position had minimal overtime. I applied and got the job. That was in
1995, T've been with Kalmbach for 20 years.

Kalmbach publishes 15 magazines, SIP's, as well as books. Some of
our magazine titles are Model Railroader, Discover, Astronomy, Bead
and Button and Classic Toy Trains. I have been fortunate to work for

such a good company. I have had the opportunity to travel the country,
shooting on location. Rewarded with great photo experiences and
challenges, the best part of traveling was meeting new and interesting
people along the way. I have had the opportunity to photograph
celebrities, business owners, passionate collectors, authors, toys,
dollhouses, miniatures, and many train layouts. In the studio, jewelry
is at the center of most of the photography, but other subjects include
trains, models, telescopes, and a variety of corporate duties.

In the late 90's, I was feeling restless and needed to express myself in

a more personal way. I wasn‘t being challenged in my job. I started to
explore a more artistic arena and put my personal work out for the
public to see and discuss. It has been through this fine art work where I

have discovered a passion to explore identity, whether it be individual,
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William Zuback

Astronomy Magazine

family, or social. I worked on this theme sporadically, until my kids Book Passages series, composite-partial shot
were graduation age. I have been very involved with this type of work
and the art community for the last 7-8 years. My Identity Project
from 2013 and the current Dress Series have really become a turning

point in my fine art career.
Current and future exhibitions include:

Recently I have taken up teaching. It started by teaching our The Kinsey Institute Juried Art Show 2015
. May 15 - July 11,2015
jewelry book authors how to take better “how-to” photographs Grunwald Gallery of Art

for their books. From there it blossomed into teaching a beginner 1201 E 7th Street
Bloomington, IN 47405

photography class at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee and

Gallery Artists’ Group Show

August 1 - September 5, 2015

University. I have had many interns throughout my career and I Frank Juarez Gallery

Sheboygan, Wi

a commercial photography class to photography majors at Carroll

always find it an inspiration to work with young talent. For someone

who has now been doing photography for over 25 years, it is The Dress Series (solo exhibition)
Foundations Gallery, University of Wisconsin - Parkside
refreshing to see and be challenged by these future creatives. Fall of 2015
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AABI Newsletter Alumn i

The following showcases the current Newsletter Alumni. See their

works in their respective Newsletter edition.

2014

Dec | Winter Solstice

« Dennis Fisher'75

+ Michael Morgan‘78

+  Mead Norton‘06

« JaySilverman‘75

+  Michael Shainblum‘13

2015

March | Vernal Equinox

« EJCarr‘76

e Susan Gilmore '79
¢ Glenn Evans‘96

« Dan Burkholder‘91

2015

June | Summer Solstice

« Amanda Quintenz -'94
o Mark Lindsey - '94

o Matt Wier- "11

o William Zuback - '88

o Rick Smith-'79

Glenn Evans ‘96
EJCarr'76 Mead Norton ‘06

Mark Lindsey - '94

Michael Shainblum 13

Susan Gilmore ‘79

!
William Zuback - '88

Michael Morgan ‘78

Jay Silverman ‘75

Rick Smith - '79

Matt Wier - '11
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Woman in the water, St. John, USVI | ©2015 Matt Wier
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